Jesus Came To Set Prisoners Free
September 3, 2006

Luke 4:16-19 (NKJV)

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been lrapg And as His
custom was, He went into the synagogue on the $ablbg, and stood up
to read. [17] And He was handed the book of th@lpet Isaiah. And when
He had opened the book, He found the place whearastwritten:

[18] "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

[19] To proclaim the acceptable year of thed.br

Several years ago | attended a Pastor’s Convemtibh Smith Arkansas.
One of the speakers at the convention Wasimy Barnett, the pastor of

First Assembly of God Church in Phoenix, Arizonaal church is one of
the largest churches in America.

Pastor Barnetttalked about how God had given him a vision f@raam
center in Los Angeles, California and how that visieas becoming a

reality. The vision was to reach prostitutes, ganggmbers, the homeless and
fatherless, those suffering from A.I.D.S., and athibat society doesn’t

want to be bothered with.

Pastor Barnett's message was powerful. So powenftéhct, that at the end
of the service a special offering was taken to belid an auditorium for the
Dream Center and $87,000 was raised! WOW!

| would like to share with you a few things that Pator Barnett said that
night.




He made this statement:

* What you believe tends to becomes your reality.
* What you believe will either attract or repel.

For instance, if you believe that money is eviérttyou will repel it. But, if
you think that money is good and that it takeshendharacter of what it is
used for, and if you use it for worthwhile projecisen you will attract it.

The truth is, money is neither good nor evil. It'swhat you do with it that
determines its value.

* The same hundredbollar bill can feed a crack habit or put food be t
table.

» |t can pay for a prostitute or buy your wife floweand perfume.
» [t can feed a slot machine or feed hungry children.

It's what you do with it that determines whethesigood or bad.

God wants to bless you and me so that we can hessirg!

What you believe shapes how you act and tendsdonhe a reality in your
life.

The Bible says....

Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV)
For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.

Joke:

There was a man and his wife who believed in reincaation. They had a
very bad relationship. They couldn’t stand eacleobut neither of them
believed in divorce, so they stayed together. Headly looked forward to
dying so that he could escape from his nagging arig come back in
another form of life and be happy.




Eventually they both died and bases on their belie¢incarnation, they
both came back to life in another life form. He edback as a dog and she
came back as a flea on that dog.

Be careful what you choose to believe because wiyaiu believe shapes
how you act and tends to become a reality in youifé.

My text for today is Luke 4:188. Most of you are familiar with these
words of Jesus. They define His ministry here athea

He said, “The Lord has anointed me to” .......

* Preach the gospel to the poor

* Heal the brokenhearted

» Proclaim liberty to the captives

» Recovery of sight to the blind

* And to set at liberty those who are oppressed.

The ministry of Jesus was a liberating ministry. Havas sent to the earth
to open prison doors and set the captives free.

The truth is, all prison doors are not made of cetecand steel bars. Any
place of confinement is a prison.

» There’s a prison of anger.

* There’s a prison of unforgiveness
* There’s a prison of bitterness

» There’s a prison of debt

* There’s a prison of loneliness

* There’s a prison of depression

Sometimes those prisons have a greater hold on pdephan the ones
made of concrete and steel.

But Jesus said, “| have come to set the prisonersek.”

Tommy Barnett said, “Don’t you think if that is widgsus came to this earth
that we ought to be involved in that sort of mirysbday?”



Tommy Barnett told this story and it really touchedmy heart and |
want to share it with you today.

He said that several years ago, he was having drising devotional,
reading the Bible, and he came across the verseewlesus said....

Matthew 25:35-36 (NKJV)

for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | wasstly and you gave Me
drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in; [38]lds naked and you
clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | wagpirson and you came to
Me.'

And he thought to himself, “Lord, I've done pregjgod at feeding the
hungry and some of those other things but therah®eedo the part that said,
“l was in prison and you came to Me.” And the Lepbke to him and said,
“l want you to go and visit a man in prison todelys name is Jim Bakker.”

Pastor Barnett said “l said to the Lord, | can’t do that. It will mimy good
name. The press will find out about it and everybeadl know about it. It
will hurt my church if | do that!”

But he said, “The Lord said, ‘Go!™

So he went to the prison and spent the day visitingith Jim Bakker who
was heart broken and lonely.

He said that when it was time for him to leave Biakker turned to him and
said with bid tears in his eyes, “Pastor, will yosit my son?”

He said, “You know, when | came to prison, my n&gd broke up and my
wife married my best friend, and it devastated my. $1e was only thirteen
years old. He turned to drugs and alcohol. He dedmut of school. He
can’t even read or write. Will you go to him angd tio get him to come to
your school in Phoenix?”

Pastor Barnett told Jim Bakker that he would seatwle could do.

He contacted Jamie Bakker but he said, “I don’ttvaany part of God! |
don’t want any part of religion! Just leave me &n



Pastor Barnett said that there was nothing he couldo. The boy
wouldn't listen.

Several years went by and he received a phondtoaths from Jim Bakker.
Jim Bakker told him that he had been released fyrogson.
Pastor Barnett asked, “How are you?”

Jim replied, “I did better in prison than I'm doiogt of prison.”

He said, “I'm out now, but | can’t even leave thante I'm living in because
everywhere | go the news paper people hound mey. filde in bushes
taking pictures of me and cursing me. It's worse/ tloan it was when | was
In prison.”

Then he said, “My boy is coming to live with me In&'s still on drugs.
He’s still in bondage. Would you please allow homcbme to Phoenix and
be a part of the Master's Commission at your chiirch

Pastor Barnett said, “Jim, I've tried to get hinctmame but he won't. He says
he wants no part of it.” But Jim said, “He’s chaddes mind. He says he
wants to come now.”

So Pastor Barnett said that Jamie Bakker came to Rienix and the first
Sunday he was there, he came to the altar, fell dnis knees and gave his
heart to the Lord.

He said that they put him in the home of the map tvbads up their
ministry to punk rockers.... kids with purple haid pierced bodies. And he
said that Jamie’s life was transformed. He begamaxk with those kids.

Several months later he came to Pastor Barnetsaddhat he wanted to
give his testimony.

Pastor Barnett said, “Are you sure? No one knows ydu are. Are you
sure you want to do that?”

Jamie said, “Yes.” And he called his dad and tatd What he was going to
do.



Pastor Barnett decided to let Jamie give his testiony at his Pastor’s
Convention. 8000 pastors were there from all over #erica.

He said that he receive a phone call from Jim.shid, “Pastor, | want to
thank you for what you’ve done for my boy. His lifas been changed. He
wants me to come to hear him give his testimonyould like to come but |
haven’t been in a church since | got out of priand I'm really scared.”

Pastor Barnett said, “You think he was scared?d tha one who was
scared. There was a lot of bad press going orattithe.

Jim said, “l know | can’t come. | wouldn’t do thatyou.”

Pastor Barnett said that something rose up omthda of him that said, “I
came to set the captives free.” And he blurted ‘dutant you to come.
Every dad has the right to hear his boy give rssiteny.”

So Jim Bakker went to Phoenix. No one knew that heas there except
Pastor Barnett and his wife.

There were 8000 pastors there.

Pastor Barnett called Jim’s son to the platformsHigl, “My name is Jamie
Bakker. That doesn’t mean much to you people bmight when | tell you
that my dad is Jim Bakker. He went to prison becafi$es sin.”

He told how sin had ruined his dad’s life and ies IHe told the whole
story. He didn’t know that his dad was in the aode

When he finished those 8000 pastors stood to the&dt and applauded
Tears were streaming down Jamie’s face. He saidy‘®on’t know what
this means to me. | had no idea how you react tbenyg here.”

When he finished Pastor Barnett stepped to theopinmme and said, “You
know what Jamie, you're dad wanted to be here tarbgt he called and
said that he couldn’t come because he was afratdtttvould hurt me and
hurt our church. But | told your dad, “You haveght to hear your boy give
his testimony.” And he’s here.



Jim Bakker stood up in the back of the auditoriurd they ran toward each
other, threw their arms around each other and eseldra he prodigal son
and his dad.

Pastor Barnett said, “I watched as 8000 pastomxistiod clapped and cried
for over ten minutes. It was one of the most mowaugnts that has ever
taken place in our church.”

Jim Bakker then stood before that multitude of pasbrs and said,“Listen
to me my friends. Whatever you do, don’t spend yibewinning the world
and lose your own boy like | did. | was busy trytogwvin the world but |
was losing my son.”

He said, “l remember a picture that was taken adrimbthe President of the
United States standing in front of one of the maAgent building that | had
built. We were shaking hands and right between as avittle boy peaking
through our legs trying to get the attention ofdmasl but | was too busy.’

He said, “I was in prison for several years befogeson was allowed to
come and visit me. But when he turned 16 he cardenanspent the whole
day together. When he had to leave he looked andesaid, “Daddy, this is
the greatest day of my whole life.”

| said, “What do you mean, son?”

He said to me, “All I've ever wanted to do was & tp spend a whole day
with you.” With tears streaming down his cheeks Biakker said, “I had to
go to prison before | would spend a whole day \wmthboy.”

WOW! What a story!

A few months later Jim Bakker showed up at the Dr&enter in Los
Angeles and sajdCan | stay here tonight?” That night he went out with
those who ministered to abused children. They abkado talk to them and
he shared his testimony. For three hours theynkestelt was a wonderful
night.

He said, “Can | spend one more night?”




That night he went out with those who took foodtfoe hungry and they just
reached out to him. Inner city people don't care had you've been.
They've been worse.

That night he said, “Can | spend one more night?”

That night he went with those who witnessed to firgss.

After seven nights he said, “Pastor would you letjust stay here as one of
the people who is recovering? This is the only @lage been that | feel
accepted.”

For two years, Jim Bakker stayed at the Dream CeHtewent there a
broken man, afraid of his own shadow, totally almenedl by his religious
friends. But because of the love he received thergot back on track.

He wrote a book entitled, “I was Wrong”. He dencemhdis old extravagant
lifestyle.

He’s built a youth camp in Florida for abused ara/ward kids. He has a
television show again that originates in Bransorgdduri. God has changed
his life around.

Jesus came to set the captives free! He has comnogsgd us to do the
same.

Somebody must reach the children and youth ofgareeration! So many of
them don’t have a clue about what the Bible saysvemat God'’s plan is for
their lives. There are being taught by MTV and tkdatal. Unless the
church reaches them with the truth, they will bet forever.

Let me tell you a funny story that Pastor Barnett bld. He said that Jan
Crouch was interviewing a biker girl. She had beewolved in every sin
imaginable. She had been a prostitute, a drug a@dgang member. You
name it, she had been involved in it.

She told about things she had done that were so bétht even God was
shocked.




As Jan interviewed her, Jan’s mascara looked hkegrapes of wrath. It was
pouring down her face.

Finally, it was time for the interview to end arahJaid, “That mean old
Deuvil. | just hate that mean old Devil.” Then slagds “I think we ought to
curse that mean old Devil.”

You know what Jan meant and | know what Jan meant bt that biker
qirl didn’t have a clue.

Jan look at her and said, “Don’t you think you oughcurse that mean old
Devil?” And the girl said, “OK”. And she called tlizevil every dirty name
You've ever heard right there on national telewvisio

When she finished Jan was like (Mouth Open). Betaime back and said,
“Well, all | can say is, every thing she said abouhe Devil is true.”

Pastor Barnett talked about how the church must gebeyond our
traditions and methods if we are going to reach thést. He said that the
message is sacred, the method is not. Limitatioaisitave been placed upon
us by our traditions are keeping us from beingvai¢ to our generation.

He talked about trying to reach the inner city kinkos Angeles with the
same music they sang in Phoenix. Songs like Wedl With My Soul” and
“How Great Thou Art”.

Those are great songs! But he said that one dfitlsecame to him and said,
“Pastor, just once, can we do our own kind of m®ské said, “OK.”

That night he got the shock of his life. He caman guitars were waliling.
Drums and bongos and cymbals were pulsating. Trecwmas so loud that
insects were dying in the atmosphere and they siageng, “My Lord,
talkin’ ‘bout, my Lord, Jesus!

He said, They're singing “My Girl.”

Then he said, “It's not my kind of music but theg aeaching thousands of
young people in Los Angeles with the gospel of dekids that everyone
else gave up on.



Pastor Barnett preacher for over two hours that nidit and no one
wanted to leave. Why? Because he was passionate abehat he was

doing.

God reminded me that night that He has called Elinio reach out to

those around us;to the hurting; to those who are prisoners inaive

minds; to the lost; to everyone who needs to bedazgardless of who they
are.

There are thousands of children in this area whoal@o to church
anywhere. How can we reach them? There are thosisdnidenagers in this
area who do not go to church anywhere. How caneaehr them?

We must not be so bound by our traditions that a@me irrelevant. Jesus
came to save the lost and open prison doors arzhgsves free.

Next Sunday night we are going to begin a foight revival that has the
potential of sitting hundreds of captives free. yriadll not be set free if they
are not here. It's our job to bring them. | am agkyou to join me again this
week in inviting the lost and in praying and fagtthat hundreds will be
saved.

If you signed up to help or to be in the drama, domforget to be here
Friday night.

| wonder if there is anyone here today who is boundv¥ou may not be in a
prison made with steel and concrete but you arad&y sin or by a habit,
or by depression, or loneliness, or something disgus came to set you
free.

He wants to set you free right now. He wants t@akthose chains that have
you in prison.

Give invitation!
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