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| want to talk to you today about the love of Chris.

The Bible tells us:

Romans 5:68 (NKJV)

For when we were still without strength, in dumee Christ died for the
ungodly. [7] For scarcely for a righteous man wille die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die. [8] But @nonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were stillrs#ns, Christ died for us.

The golden text of the Bible is:

John 3:16 (NKJV)
For God so loved the world that He gave Hiy dr@gotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but hewerlasting life.

Thegodheadis a mystery that the human mind hasible understanding.

The clear teaching of scripture from Genesis todRaion is that there is
only One God

Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV)
"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!

Deuteronomy 4:35 (NKJV)
To you it was shown, that you might know that tleed_Himself is God;
there isnone other besides Him

When the scribes asked Jesus;

Mark 12:28-29 (NKJV)

"Which is the first commandment of all?" [2@slis answered him, "The
first of all the commandments is: 'Hear, O Isrést, Lord our God, the Lord
IS one.

And yet,



1 John 5:7 (NKJV)
For there arthree that bear witnessin heaven: th&ather, theWord,
and theHoly Spirit ; and these three are one

The One God of the Bible has revealed Himself tasu$he Father, The Son
and the Holy Spirit.

When we talk about the Father we’re talking about God who 8pirit ,
who inhabits thevhole universeand alwayss! Who isinvisible.

. The Bible says

Jeremiah 23:24 (NKJV)
"Do | not fill heaven and earth?" says the Lord

It says,

Psalm 90:12 (NKJV)

A Prayer of Moses the man of God.
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in @hgrations.
[2] Before the mountains were brought forth,
Or ever You had formed the earth and the world,
Even fromeverlasting to everlasting, You are God

The Father never slumbers, he never grows weanyeherarrives; He's
alreadythere!

. He said

Isaiah 46:910 (NKJV)
For | am God, and there is no other;
| am God, and there is none like Me,
[10] Declaring thend from thebeginning,
And from ancient times things thae not yet done
Saying,My counsel shall stand,
And | will do all My pleasure,'




. Psalm 147:45 (NKJV) says;
He counts the number of the stars;
He calls them all by name.
[5] Great is our Lord, and mighty in power;
His understanding_igfinite .

That means, He is witholitations of any kind.

But in His mercy and grace, He came to this earth mpped Himself in
flesh and dwelt among us!

Make no mistake about it! Jesus was n@nother God or a demagogue or
the second in command in a panetloke Gods

He was God Himself, wrapped in flesh. He was Emmaieli“God with

us..

1 Tim. 3:16 (NKJV)
And without controversy great is the mystergoflliness:
God wagnanifested in the flesh..

. As to Hishumanity, He was th&on of Man
. As to Hisdwinity , He was thé&on of God
. He was outwardly dew, He was inwardlyJehovah

Perhaps the Godhead can best be explained in hiemmas by looking at
H20 inthree different forms.

Take a glass ate water, ask someone what it is, He will say itg and
it’'s water. Put that same water on a stove and bolil it bes@team.

So we would say we have three different thingsve havace, we have
water, we havesteam But take it to &hemistand ask him ; what it is and
he will say, It's HO, Theice is HO, Thewater is H:O, Thesteam is HO.

Each has differergharacteristics, each has a differefinction, But each is
yet thesamé




The same it true of the Godhead
° The Fatheris the fullness of th&odhead Invisible who inhabits the
whole universe.

° The Sonis the fullness of th&odhead manifested idlesh, He is the
image of the invisible God, He is tiadrd who became flesh and dwelt
among us.

° The Holy Spirit is God moving in thdives of men

God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. There are notdle®ds; there is only
one God who has chosen to function in three dispacsonalities.

Howeverwhen we look at Jesuswe must understand that He was not only
God, but He was also @man.

He was nohalf-God andhalf-man.

As to His divinity, He wadruly God manifested in flesh.

But as to Hishumanity, he was truly anan in every way.

The Bible says;He gotthirsty , He gothungry, He gotweary, He went to
sleep Hewept and He wasempted in all points as we are.

He looked like any other man because He was a man.
He felt everyemotion andfeeling that you and feel.

When He faced death on the cros#efelt theagonyandpain andshame

It took love beyond what we humans can comprehenthéEather to send
His only begotten Sorto become &uman sacrifice.

The picture in the Old Testament which foreshadows Calvaddsaham
taking hisson Isaacto offer him as a burnt offering to God.

Wetalk about the great faith and love Abraham for his 8wt think
about Isaac he was a teenagdre knew what was going onAnd yet,he
waswilling to lay down his life.




And when | think of Christ, | must think of Him as enan not asGod,
when Hedied for our sins.

As a man for men He died!

And for me that makes what He did even more amazing and sigmfant.

God didn’t die on that cross, Hmuman Sondied on thatcross TheLamb
of Goddied on that cross.

And He did it because He loved you and He loved Bwen while we were
yetsinners He was willing to die for us

You say,“Well, he hadno choices” “He died because had to die.”

No, that's not true, He said

John 10:1718 (NKJV)

| lay down My life that | may take it again. [N® one takes it from Me,
but | lay it down of Myself. | have power to laydown, and | have power to
take it again.

Before He ever was arrested, He told His discipleghat was going to
happen, He told them He was going to Jerusalem arsdiffer and be
killed.

Matthew 16:22 (NKJV)
Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke shying, "Far be it
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!"

Matthew 16:23 (NLT)

Jesus turned to Peter and said, "Get away ffnefSatan! You are a
dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things méaaty a human point of
view, and not from God's."

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter tried to sates Jeom being arrested.
He took out his sword and cut off the ear of onthefservants of the High
priest. And Jesus said......



Matthew 26:52-53 (NKJV)

..."Put your sword in its place, for all whdégthe sword will perish by
the sword. [53] Or do you think that | cannot nosaypto My Father, and He
will provide Me with more than twelve legions ofgais?

Let me tell you something. One angel can destnehale army. Twelve
legions of angels could destroy every demonic forcearth in a heart beat.
Jesus didn’'t have to die. He could have choseton@&ut He gave His life
willingly for you and me.

Why? Because He loved us!

Paul wrote.....

Ephes. 5:25 (NKJV)
Husbands, love your wivgsst as Christ also loved the churcland
gave Himself for her,

Christ knew exactly what He was doing. He saw th&ch that He was
going to build. He saw those who would be savedrandive eternal life.
He saw you even before you were born and He taddRdther, “I'll do it!
I'll take his place. I'll take her place. I'll bassubstitute. I'll die in his
place.”

You must get a revelation of how much Christ lovegou! The gospel is
that Christ loves you. He may not approve of yoaduat, but He loves you

anyway.

Jesus said to the woman who had been married fivertes and was
living with a man that she wasn’t married to.....

John 4:23 (NKJV)

But the hour is coming, and now is, when tikie twvorshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for thettéatis seeking such to
worship Him.



Who is He seeking to worship Him"Real people....with all of their hang
ups and humanness and flaws. People just likentbiatan. Christ died for
her so that she might become a woman who wouldhwwotie father in
Spirit and in truth. He came to seek and to saeseahvho are lost.

He knows all about your past. He knows all abouirywesent. He knows
all about your future. He knows about your failbefore you fail yet He
loves you and wants to heal you and forgive youuselyou.

Sometimes we get the idea that, “Yes, God forgaveemvhen | received
Christ as my Savior but | don'’t think that He will forgive me now.I've
blown it. I've committed adultery. I've gotten dikun’ve cursed. I've taken
drugs. I've lied.

| know that He forgave me before but | don’t ththlat he will forgive me
again.

You may look at people in the church and think,&yte so holy. They
never sin. They never have sinful thoughts. | gast't measure up to them.”
Listen. Every person in this church has failedWe have all sinned and
fallen short of the standard that God has setdoEuery person in this
church and every other church has done things laclwhe or she had to
ask for God'’s forgiveness.

Jesus was always having to correct His disciplesyTargued among
themselves as to who was the greatest....Petezdidrat he even knew the
Lord in a crisis situation...Even the great Apogtail, the man who wrote
most of the New Testament, had to confess thagthbe aspired to
“apprehend’, he had not “attained”.

Philip. 3:12 (NKJV)
Not that | have already attained, or am alrgaelyected; but | press on,
that | may lay hold of that for which Christ Je$ias also laid hold of me.

He said....



Philip. 3:13-14 (NKJV)

Brethren, | do not count myself to have appneleel; but one thing | do,
forgetting those things which are behind and reagforward to those
things which are ahead, [14] | press toward the fyoahe prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

In other words he said.....T know that | am far from perfect. I've failed but
| know one thing. One day Jesus laid His hand onhheetransformed my
life. He called me and | am determined to reaclptitential that He saw in
me. I've failed many times but | am determineddgét the failures and
press forward. | don’t want to go backwards. | wango upwards. To lay
hold of that for which Jesus also laid hold of me.”

God saved you because He wants to use you. Dar&illere defeat you.
Jesus still loves you. He sees your flaws and woderdeveloped character
and loves you in spite of it. It didn’t surpriseniwhen you failed. He knew
what you were going to do before you did it. Hertiagiven up on you! Just
like Peter. Jesus knew he was going to fail. Ha@ekl him he was going
to fail. And yet He sent an angel to tell His dpdes and especially to meet
Him in Galilee.

He loved you when you were unlovable and he stilbves you.

Paul said..

Romans 5:8 (NKJV)
But God demonstrates His own love toward ugha while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Mark 2:16-17 (NKJV)

And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Himgeaiith the tax
collectors and sinners, they said to His disciglesyw is it that He eats and
drinks with tax collectors and sinners?" [17] WHesus heard it, He said to
them, "Those who are well have no need of a prassjdut those who are
sick. | did not come to call the righteous, buneirrs, to repentance.”

Jesus said........



Luke 4:18 (NKJV)
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

My friend, you can be confident of this very thingthat He who has
bequn a good work in you will complete it. Why? Beaase He loves you.

Paul wrote.....

Romans 8:28 (NKJV)
And we know that all things work together faogl to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to Hrpgse.

You may not understand why you are going throughtwbu are going
through, but you can have confidence today thatlithings....the pleasures,
the pains, the suffering, the disappointment .d Sovorking out His

eternal good in your life.

The next verse says....

Romans 8:2930 (NKJV)

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined todméormed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborroagimany brethren. [30]
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also calledm He called,
these He also justified; and whom He justifiedsthele also glorified.

Your salvation began in the foreknowledge of Gdakfore time began God
knew you and He predestined you to be conformedeamage of His son.

Then, in your lifetime He called you...

Somehow, through some set of circumstances, Haedamut and got your
attention. He sent forth the Holy Spirit to dravwuyto Him.



Not only did He call you butle also justified you He cleansed you of your
guilt. He wiped the slate of your life clean.

And someday, when history is over and time is no e, you will be
glorified!

In God’s eyes it's already done! He speaks of thm past tense. Even your
glorification! Those He justified, these He alsorgied!

Praise God! Our salvation from start to finish is Hs work!

Therefore Paul says.....

Romans 8:31 (NKJV)
What then shall we say to these things? If Gddr us, who can be
against us?

The answer is, “No one!”
Then he asks the question....

Romans 8:33 (NKJV)
Who shall bring a charge against God's elect?

The answer is....”"No one!”

Finally, Paul lets it all out. If He were sittirag the keyboard of a great pipe
organ like they have at West Point, he would putlall the stops and push
the volume pedal completely to the floor and shouit.

» Death will not pull me away from God’s love.

* Neither will life and all its allurements

* Nor cosmic spiritual powers

* Nor anything in time, nor power, nor height of heawr depth of
hell, nor anything else!

» Disappointment, neurosis, disease, a broken marrthg death of a
loved one, a financial crisis, insanity.....

* Nothing! Nada! Will be able to separate me fromlthes of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord!
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This messagqe is for you today!

Whatever you have done, Christ still loves you. W&ear you may be going
through, Christ still loves you!

Don’t hide from Him! Run to Him!
If you have sinned, confess it! He’s not your enehkig’s your friend.
1 John 1:9 (NKJV)
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and jiosstorgive us our sins and to

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Give invitation!
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